NAME: _______________________

CLASS: ______
DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION

Historical Context:
The United States is a nation of immigrants. For a variety of reasons, groups of people
from foreign lands left their native countries and relocated to the United States. Many of
these immigrants faced hardships after they arrived in the United States.
TASK:
Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies,
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions
will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to

• Discuss reasons immigrants came to the United
States
• Discuss hardships faced by immigrants after they
arrived in the United States

Part A
Short-Answer Questions
Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow each document in
the space provided.

1a Based on this graph, identify two conditions in their native countries that caused immigrants to come
to the United States.
(1) _______________________________________________________________________________________
(2) _______________________________________________________________________________________
b Based on this graph, identify one situation in the United States that led to an increase of immigrants
coming into the nation. ____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Based on this document, state two reasons many Irish citizens immigrated to the United States around
1900.
(1) ______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
(2) _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Based on this document, identify two reasons that led this Greek immigrant to move to the United
States.
(1) _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
(2) _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Based on this document, identify one reason many native-born Americans in the late 1800s were in
favor of restricting immigration. ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

5 Based on this photograph, identify one reason that living in a tenement was often difficult for
immigrants.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

6. Based on this photograph, identify one goal of this protest by immigrant workers.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

7. Based on this document, state two reasons it was difficult for this Polish immigrant to fit into American
society.
(1)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

(2) _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Part B: Essay
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a
conclusion. Use evidence from at least four documents to support your essay. Support your response
with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside information.
Historical Context:
The United States is a nation of immigrants. For a variety of reasons, groups of people from foreign lands
left their native countries and relocated to the United States. Many of these immigrants faced hardships
after they arrived in the United States.
Task:
Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies,
write an essay in which you
• Discuss reasons immigrants came to the United States
• Discuss hardships faced by immigrants after they arrived in the United States

Guidelines:
In your essay, be sure to:
• Develop all aspects of the task
• Incorporate information from at least four documents
• Incorporate relevant outside information
• Support the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and a
conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme

DBQ Checklist
 I have completed and understand all of the documents.
 I have answered both parts of the task
 My essay has an introduction, body, and conclusion.
 I have incorporated at least FOUR of the documents in my response.
 I have used OUTSIDE KNOWLEDGE.
 I have not written an essay based ONLY on the documents.
 I have not written an essay based ONLY on my outside knowledge.

SCORING RUBRIC
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• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting
• Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay
• Incorporates relevant outside information
• Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the Task
or Historical Context and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem
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• Addresses most aspects of the Task or addresses all aspects of the Task in a limited way, using at least four
documents
• Incorporates some information from the documents in the body of the essay
• Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme or problem by repeating the Task or Historical Context and concludes by simply repeating
the theme or problem
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• Attempts to address some aspects of the Task, making limited use of the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details; discussion restates contents of the documents
• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus
• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem
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• Shows limited understanding of the Task with vague, unclear references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, details, or examples
• Attempts to complete the Task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem
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• Fails to address the Task, is illegible, or is a blank paper

