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NAME:

CLASS:
WESTERN EXPANSION DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION

Directions: This document-based question consists of two parts; short answer and essay. The
question is based on the accompanying documents (1-7). The question is designed to test your
ability to work with historical documents. As you analyze the documents, take into account both
the context of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document.

Historical Context: In the second half of the 19th century, the United
States became an increasingly mobile society. An example of this mobility
is the settlement of the West by easterners. For many Americans, the
movement westward brought new economic opportunities, but for others
it meant conflict and the end of a way of life.

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies,
answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the
questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to:
● Identify and discuss two reasons settlers moved westward.
● Describe the impact of railroads on the West.
● Explain the impact of this westward movement on the lives of Native
American Indians.

Part A: Short Answer
Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the questions that follow each document in the
space provided. Your answers to questions will help you write the essay.
Document 1

Women of the Dakota tribe prepare the hide of a buffalo to be used in making a tipi - hides were
also used for food, clothing, and other types of shelters
1. Based on this photograph and caption, what evidence is there that buffaloes were
important to Native American Indians?

2
Document 2

2. According to the document, what were two reasons people wanted to "Go West"?
a.

b.

Document 3

3. According to this deed, how many acres of land did each homesteader obtain from the
government under the Homestead Act?
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Document 4

4. Based on this poster, state two reasons people took passage on the railroad from
Omaha to San Francisco.
a.

b.
Document 5

5a. According to this engraving, why were men killing buffalo?
b. How did this purpose for hunting differ from those of Native American
Indians? (See also Document 1.)
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Document 6

6a. According to this poster, how many acres of formerly Indian territory were going to be
opened for settlement?
b. Based on the poster, state two reasons settlers would want to move west of the
Mississippi.

Document 7

7. Based on this statement, state two reasons Chief Joseph finally decided to surrender
to the United States government troops.
a.

b.
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Part B: Essay
Directions:
● Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a
conclusion.
● Use evidence from ALL of the documents to support your response.
● Include specific related outside information.
Historical Context: In the second half of the 19th century, the United States became an
increasingly mobile society. An example of this mobility is the settlement of the West by
easterners. For many Americans, the movement westward brought new economic opportunities,
but for others it meant conflict and the end of a way of life.
Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of social studies, answer the
questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers to the questions will help you write
the Part B essay in which you will be asked to:

●
●
●

Identify and discuss two reasons settlers moved
westward.
Describe the impact of railroads on the West.
Explain the impact of this westward movement on the
lives of Native American Indians.

Identify and discuss
reasons settlers
moved west

Describe the impact of
railroads on the West
Doc

Impact of the westward
movement on Native
Americans
Doc

Doc
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SCORING RUBRIC
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• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting ALL
documents

• Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay
• Incorporates relevant outside information
• Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization
• Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple
restatement of the Task or Historical Context and concludes with a summation of the theme or
problem
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• Addresses most aspects of the Task or addresses all aspects of the Task in a limited way,
using at least four documents

• Incorporates some information from the documents in the body of the essay
• Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information
• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical
• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization
• Introduces the theme or problem by repeating the Task or Historical Context and concludes by
simply repeating the theme or problem
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• Attempts to address some aspects of the Task, making limited use of the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few facts, examples, and details; discussion restates contents of the documents
• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus
• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem
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• Shows limited understanding of the Task with vague, unclear references to the documents
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, details, or examples
• Attempts to complete the Task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization
• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem
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• Fails to address the Task, is illegible, or is a blank paper

